RAGGEDY  ANN  DOLL  REACHES  67th  BIRTHDAY 


Raggedy  Ann,  who  overcame  her  origins  as  a  faceless  attic 
rag  and  went  on  to  become  a  carrot-topped  confidante  to  genera- 
tions of  children,  turned  a  well-preserved  67  years  old  December 
14,  1981. 

The  doll  has  made  a  movie,  promoted  books,   changed  the  color 
of  her  hair  and  acquired  a  male  friend,  but  she's  never  lost  her 
appeal  since  the  day  she  was  created  by  John  Gruelle  and  his  wife 
for  their  disconsolate  daughter. 

If  fact,  some  people  who  should  know  say  her  following  has 
become  more  fanatical  in  recent  years. 

"There's  a  mystique  about  Raggedy  Ann  that  there  wasn't  10 
years  ago,"  says  John  Noble,  curator  of  toys  at  the  Museum  of 
the  City  of  New  York.     He  says  that  a  "cult  of  Raggedy  Ann,  like 
the  teddy  bear,  became  important  in  the  last  few  years." 

Gruelle's  8-year-old  daughter,  Marcella,  came  to  her  father 
in  1914  with  a  rag  doll  she'd  found  in  their  attic.  But  she  was 
sad,  she  said,  because  the  doll  had  no  face. 

Gruelle,  then  a  political  cartoonist  for  The  Indianapolis 
Star,  drew  a  face,  and  his  wife  washed  and  restuffed  the  doll, 
putting  a  heart-shaped  piece  of  candy  that  said  "I  love  you" 
on  it. 

Gruelle  made  up  Raggedy  Ann  stories  to  entertain  his  daughter, 
and  after  Marcella  died  in  1916,  Gruelle  began  writing  the  tales 
"as  a  memorial  to  her,"  Noble  says. 

Noble  says  Gruelle  "called  her  Raggedy  Ann  because  she  was  so 
shabby."     Raggedy  Andy  was  created  when  a  neighbor  gave  Gruelle  a 
doll,  and  in  1918  a  Chicago  publishing  house  printed  the  first 
Raggedy  Ann  book. 

The  dolls  were  first  marketed  as  a  promotion  for  the  book, 
but  they  didn't  have  hearts  and  Gruelle  had  the  dolls  called 
back  because  of  it.  Noble  said.     The  hearts  were  then  added,  hidden 
under  the  doll's  clothes,  and  children  still  delight  in  finding 
them. 

Gruelle,  who  later  drew  the  comic  strip  "Mr.  Tweedle  Deedle" 
in  the  New  York  Herald,  wrote  and  illustrated  about  40  Raggedy 
Ann  books  which  sold  more  than  3  million  copies  before  he  died  in 
1938. 

Marian  Israel,  assistant  sales  manager  for  Bobbs-Merrill ,  the 
Indianapolis-based  firm  that  holds  the  publishing  rights,   says  the 
books  are  still  "fairly  popular,"  but  she  said  sales  tallies  were 
unavailable. 
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Raggedy  Andy  is  her  brother 


They  live  in  the  nursery  with  all  the  other  dolls. 


The  beautiful  French  doll 

is  Raggedy  Ann's  special  friend. 


Uncle  Clem  the  Scottish  doll 
is  Raggedy  Andy's  special  friend. 


Henny  the  Dutch  doll  says 


The  Tin  Soldier  drills  every  day. 
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